Running head: RESEARCH PAPER ANALYSIS
RESEARCH PAPER ANALYSIS	2








[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Paper Analysis
Name
Institution of Affiliation









Abstract
Before the twentieth century, the attitudes of members of the society towards persons living with disabilities painted a picture of people who were not healthy, but defective and deviated. The purpose of this study was to try and find out whether there exists a difference between the attitudes of students and illiterates towards people living with disabilities.  The hypothesis of the study was that the attitude of students towards disabled people, compared to that of the illiterates, would be more positive. A sample size of 400 participants was randomly selected. This number comprised of students drawn from various departments at the University of Swat and citizens from the streets who were confirmed to be illiterate. Among the 400 participants, 200 were illiterate people whereas 200 were students. An adapted version of the ATDP scale (Attitude towards Disabled People) was used in measuring the attitude of participants. The participants’ scores from the scale were calculated and analyzed through application of the independent sample t-test in SPSS v16 (Statistical Product and Service Solutions version 16.0). The result showed a statistically significant difference (t=6.655, df=58, p<0.01) between the students’ attitudes and the illiterates’ attitudes. Students reported a significantly positive nature of attitude towards disabled people (M=20.63, SD=16.023) compared to the illiterate people (M=-1.30, SD=8.313).This confirmed the hypothesis that the attitude of students towards disabled people is more positive as compared to the attitude of the illiterates (Khan et al, 2017). 





Research Paper Analysis
Title: Evaluating the difference in attitude between students and illiterates towards disabled people. 
Introduction
In the recent past, there has been a gradual change in the society as regards the management and treatment of people with disabilities. Increasing improvements in medical treatment of disabled people has also occurred over time. This has resulted in more of the disabled people being able to lead their lives among the community as opposed to living in the institutions designed for them (Khan, & Khan, 2017). 
Study Rational
The study was important as it highlighted the difference in attitude between students and illiterate members of the society towards people living with disabilities. Thus, the study revealed that students have a positive attitude towards disabled people, when compared to illiterate citizens. The theoretical and practical implications of the above findings is that attitude towards disabled people and disability as a whole form major obstacles in the progress being made to improve the living conditions of persons living with disability in the developing nations. Research has revealed that people generally have negative attitudes towards disabled people. Myths, legend, folklores and scriptures have all contributed to the cultural belief systems that mold such attitudes, usually found in illiterate, uneducated and non-critical laymen. According to Khan and Khan (2017), physically challenged usually suffer to a larger extent due to societal prejudices as opposed to their debilitating physical conditions. The physical and social environments in which the physically challenged people live have been constructed without much thought being put into their plight. 
Method and Results
The research randomly selected a sample size of 400 study participants (200 students and 200 illiterate persons). Study participants voluntarily gave consent to participate on the study. A modified Attitude towards Disabled People” (ATDP) assessment tool was used to evaluate the underlying attitude of the participants towards the disabled people. An assessment score range of +90 to -90 was used and later analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS).  An independent sample t-test showed a significant difference in attitude scores of the students and illiterates. The study found that Students reported significantly positive levels of attitude towards disabled people than did the illiterate participants. 
Discussion and Future Research
A research study that should be conducted in future is adult education of illiterate citizens in disability and its effect on their attitude towards disabled persons. This study would educate the illiterate adults, in both urban and rural locations, on disability and the needs of disabled people. Afterwards the participants should undergo another assessment of their attitude towards people living with disability. If the results from this study are anything to go by, the attitude of the participants would improve to become positive. This would improve their understanding and treatment of disabled people and ultimately the living conditions of physically challenged persons (Chen et al, 2002).
The above study was interesting in that it highlighted the difference in attitudes between illiterates and students, towards disabled people. The results of the above research coupled with the literature mentioned supports the idea that the more knowledgeable a person is, the more likely they are to have a positive attitude towards, and support, disabled people, be it their peers or strangers. Increased literacy levels translate to more positive attitudes towards disabled people and by extension more empathy. Conversely, illiteracy results in myths and misconceptions and a negative attitude towards disabled people (Brodwin et al, 2002).
Conclusion
The current study was conducted to find out the difference between the attitudes of students towards disabled people as compared to illiterate people. Data was collected through a questionnaire using the ATDP scale and analyzed using SPSS v16. The results showed that a significant difference existed between the attitudes of students, towards disabled people, compared to that of illiterate people.
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